










24-hour helpline: 0800 028 18 28Visit us at: www.meningitis-trust.org

11 | headlines Issue 14

Contact us on: 01453 768 000

Here’s how some of our supporters have
helped and will be helping people
affected by meningitis

Reverend David Boult of Llantwit Major,
Wales, spent a day cycling around all of the
churches dedicated to St.Illtud in the
Diocese of Llandaff; with the ride finishing
in Llantwit Major. The 96 mile journey
included some challenging hills but, given
the time of the year, much of it was
completed in the dark and the rain!

David raised £800 in total - £400 of
which has been donated to the Trust. Linda Helliker has been busy

organising her third walk in memory of
her granddaughter Lily-Hollie. Since the
sudden death of Lily-Hollie in 2008,
Linda has held various events and
continuously supports the Trust’s work
in the South West; including helping out
at other events, not just organising her
own. She has also setup an online
Tribute Fund for Lily-Hollie
(http://meningitis-trust.tributefunds.
com/fund/Lily+Hollie+Helliker).

The sponsored walk takes place on
September 5. It starts at Exmouth
Docks and continues to Sandy Bay,
before returning to the docks. To take
part, please call Jo Campbell on
0845 120 0664 or email
joannec@meningitis-trust.org.

Lynn McClure’s son, Scott, was
diagnosed with meningococcal
septicaemia in March 2009 aged three.
The family received a hospital visit
from the Trust’s Community Service
Nurse, Jude Cuthbert. After intensive
treatment, Scott has gone on to make
a full recovery.

Lynn wanted to do something to
support the Trust and her love of
swimming brought her to the idea of

swimming the channel but in her local
pool at Carrickfergus Ampitheatre!

On March 28, Lynn, with the help of
friends, family and the local
community, swam the 22 miles to
‘cross the channel’. In total the team
completed 1400 lengths with Lynn
taking on 300 of them herself! The
team raised nearly £2,000.

15 year old Adam Tuffrey from
Bournemouth will shortly hold his
third concert in aid of the Trust and
hopes to raise £4,000. He received a
grant from Bournemouth Youth
Opportunity Fund to stage the event,
so all proceeds will come directly to
the Trust. Held at the De La Salle
Theatre (Bournemouth), a variety of
music and dance acts along with
special guests Dave Shattock and
comic Andy Kind will perform during
the evening; and there will also be a
short awareness talk. Adam
contracted meningitis when he was
six and has gone on to make a full

recovery. There are still tickets
available for the event. To buy yours
(£8 each), please contact Trudy
Tuffrey on 01202 523590 or email
the.tuffreys@ntlworld.com. Best of
luck Adam!

Taking sustenance outsideWilliamstown in the Rhondda

Scott and Lynn McClure
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Charity partnership
The National Federation of Roofing Contractors (South West)

has chosen the Trust to be its charity of the year after being
nominated by Neil Stamp (Chairman) from Weston-Super-Mare.
Neil’s son, Joshua, died from meningitis in 1996 at the age of two
and he lost a close friend to the disease more recently in 2005. At the
Annual Dinner Dance held in Torquay (kindly organised by Zan Nye
from Exmouth) £3,820 was raised. Neil Stamp and Mark Spragg
(Secretary) presented the Trust’s Sue Davie with the cheque.
We look forward to working with them in the future.

Shelley Woodward, from High
Wycombe in Buckinghamshire,
recently took part in the challenge
of a lifetime; a 10,000ft freefall
skydive, raising £890 in sponsorship.

Shelley says:

“ I thoroughly enjoyed the
skydive, once I got back onto
solid ground! It was truly a
magical experience and I
would seriously recommend it
to anyone who wants to do
something a little out of the
ordinary in order to raise a
good amount of money.

”Shelley, along with mum Paula and
nan Maureen Halls, became

supporters of the Trust after Shelley’s
son, Callum, died from meningococcal
septicaemia in December 2003 aged
20 months.

Shelley says; “Callum’s memory lives
on in so many ways. This was
something that I had wanted to do for
a while. Now I have my thinking cap
on for what to do for this year. We
are looking to hit the £10,000 target
having already raised £9,023.02. We
could not have raised this much
without the fantastic support and
help of all our family and friends.”

If you feel inspired by Shelley’s leap
of courage, the Trust can help you
organise your own skydive. Contact
your local Community Development
Officer (details are on page 14 in
headlines) for more information.

Inspiring young lady Yazmin Adrissi
from Bristol took part in the stage
production of Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
at the Bristol Hippodrome earlier this
year. She kindly donated her £100 fee
to the Trust after a family friend, Sara
Velioglu, contracted meningitis when
she was 18 and was left with severe
brain damage. Sara spent 16 months
in Frenchay Hospital. Yazmin is a good
friend to Sara and makes her smile and
laugh. Thank you Yazmin, you are an
inspiration!

Pupils raise
awareness at
school
Four pupils (Bradley Eades, Adam
Wildin, Daniel Chedgzoy and
Jacob Woffendon) from
Rawmarsh Comprehensive
School in Rotherham have been
raising awareness and funds for
the Trust through their Citizenship
lessons. The four pupils spoke in
assemblies, raising awareness
by giving a talk and distributing
symptoms cards. This was followed
by a non-school uniform day in aid
of the Trust.

The Trust was chosen as the
beneficiary of the group’s efforts as
Adam Wildin’s sister, Chloe, died
from meningitis when she was 19
months in 1999.

We are really grateful for their
hard work and determination;
their school has 1,000 pupils so
they have educated a lot of
people. They also raised £1,000.

Yazmin and Sara
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Thank you to…
Shaun and Helen King from
Lowdham in Nottinghamshire for
organising fundraising activities
at Caythorpe Cricket Club who
raised £753.

Beattie Flanigan (engineering
consultants) in Belfast which handed
over a cheque for £1,000 to the Trust.
The cheque was the winning prize at
an annual ten pin bowling
competition sponsored by BL
Refrigeration. Colleen Crothers put
the Trust forward to receive the
donation as she lost her grandson,
Zach Moore, to meningitis in 2008
aged six months.

Gail Horsley from Meden Vale in
Mansfield who had her head shaved
to raise funds for the Trust. More
than £1,000 has already been raised
from this with more to come. Her
grandson, Braydon Hume, died from
meningitis aged six months in 2009.

Fred O’Hara who
took part in the
BUPA Great Winter
Run in Edinburgh
just six months
after having
meningitis
himself. He

completed the course in 24
mins 41 seconds and raised £532.

Thank you to volunteers from
Manchester Rag, Nottingham
Karnival and Ragabonds who took
part in the fifth annual Trust St. Patrick’s
weekend collection in Liverpool. The
students raised £1,874.38. Thank you
also to Colin Gilligan who allowed us to
collect in some of his shopping centres
in the area.

Mark Chapman from Thurgoland
near Sheffield for asking for
donations in lieu of presents for his
40th birthday. Mark’s friends and
family donated £235.

Lesley Herbertson and Irwin
Mitchell Solicitors in Manchester
who donated £500 to the Meningitis
Trust in December from various
office fundraising activities.

Sue Sutton and the late Les Garrett
of Walsall who have raised awareness
about meningitis in their local
community. Sue’s daughter, Nikita,
contracted meningitis when three,
last year. With the help of her friend,
Les, Sue has worked with local
schools and community groups to
make families more aware of the
symptoms of the disease. They have
also raised over £2,000 through a
variety of events including a car boot
sale and fundraising evening at their
local social club.

Sadly Les died in February. He will be
greatly missed within his local
community. Our thoughts are with
his family and friends.

Plymouth Pavilions which chose
the Trust as its Charity of the Year in
2009 and raised a total of £3,416.98.
Various events took place including
bucket collections, launch of its Live
Café and its first ever skate-a-thon.
Thanks to all involved in making it a
successful year.

Mary and Robert Hill from Ayr and
their friends and work colleagues,
who held a Bingo night to raise
funds for the Trust. The group raised
£652.24 in memory of Mary and
Robert’s grandson, Ayden
Robertson, and this will be added to
his Tribute Fund.

Barbara Walker and daughter Faye
from Lauder in the Scottish Borders
who designed and printed greetings
cards to raise funds for the Trust.
They were both keen that the cards
would raise awareness of meningitis
and therefore printed them with our
helpline number on the reverse.

Beverley Pooley and Luke Dingle
who held various events throughout
2009 and raised £3,517.75. The main
event of the year was a football
tournament held at St Breward
Football Club which was well
supported by local teams - despite
heavy rain on the day! They chose to
support the Trust as their son, Riley,
had meningitis in 2008 and since
their experience have used our
services (financial support grant
and family days).

Phil and Sheila Scott for running the
Christmas Grotto at Jacks Patch
Garden Centre, Bishopsteignton,
Devon. Phil and Sheila (aka Father
Christmas and his wife) raised
approximately £3,000. At the opening
of the Grotto, Bishopsteignton Primary
School Choir sang Christmas carols as
Father Christmas arrived in a 1902
Oldsmobile kindly lent by Countrylife
Museum, Exmouth.
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... and all our other supporters who have and continue to support us.

Our other regional
staff members are:
Anne Currie 0845 120 2123
annec@meningitis-trust.org
UK Community Development Manager

Joanne Campbell 0845 120 0664
joannec@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, South
Gloucestershire, Gloucestershire, Somerset,
Channel Islands, Isles of Scilly.

Matt Clarke 0845 120 4763
matthewc@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - Derbyshire, Lincolnshire, South
Yorkshire, West Yorkshire, East Riding of
Yorkshire, North Yorkshire.

Matt Croxall 0845 120 4884
mattcroxall@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - Staffordshire, Shropshire,
Gloucestershire, Herefordshire,
Worcestershire, West Midlands,
Warwickshire *South/Mid Wales.

Amy Greengrass 0845 120 4882
amyg@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Kent, London.

Chris Hughes 0845 120 4764
christineh@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - North Wales, Isle of Man, Lancashire,
Merseyside, Greater Manchester, Cheshire.

Nico Johnson 0845 120 2838
nicoj@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - Northumberland, Cumbria, County
Durham, Tyne and Wear, Scotland.*

Joanne Kennedy 0845 120 4886
joannek@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - Nottinghamshire, Oxfordshire,
Peterborough, Cambridgeshire,
Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire,
Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire,
Leicestershire and Rutland.

David Light 0845 120 4766
davidl@meningitis-trust.org
CDO - Hampshire, Wiltshire, Berkshire,
Isle of Wight, Sussex, East Sussex, Surrey.

Kelly Shaw 0845 120 0663
kellys@meningitis-trust.org
CDO – Northern Ireland

Judith Cuthbert 0845 120 4680
judithc@meningitis-trust.org
Community Service Nurse - Northern Ireland

Elizabeth Maitland 0845 120 4883
elizabethm@meningitis-trust.org
Community Service Nurse - Scotland

* Temporarily covering

Bev Jones from Powys who
organised a sponsored walk around
her farm. Bev’s son, Matthew,
contracted meningitis in 2007 aged
18 and has made a good recovery.
The walk has raised more than
£3,500, with the total being boosted
due to Bev organising a matched
funding scheme with her local
branch of Barclays Bank.

Bruce Edwards who is the
Centenary Captain of the Royal
Caernarfon Golf Club, North Wales.
Money was raised by the members
of the club during ‘Captains Day’
2009. The monies raised during the
day were shared equally between
the Trust and Wales Air Ambulance.
The Trust received £255.48.

Janice Roberts from the Caernarfon
Community Help Group is handed the
cheque from Bruce Edwards

Ann Spurgeon from St Helens who
opened a second-hand shop in St
Helen’s, Merseyside last year. Ann
decided - after her husband Ken’s
granddaughter had meningitis - that
she would donate some of her
profits to the Meningitis Trust. Ann
also runs raffles in the shop for the
Trust too. So far, since opening in
2009, she has donated £985.07.

Heather McPherson and friends
who came together to raise funds for
the Meningitis Trust, Yorkhill Children’s
Hospital and Ronald McDonald House
by holding a charity fashion show and
a sponsored walk. In all they raised
£3,000; £1,000 of which was donated
to the Trust. Heather’s granddaughter,
Maisie, had meningitis when she was
three months old.

Heywood fireman
Mark Haslam who
handed over
a cheque for
£578.44. Mark
Haslam rowed a
million metres in
ten days, doing
the equivalent

of two marathons every day.

Staff and pupils of Wellesbourne
Primary School in Warwickshire, who
raised £1,000 during their annual
sponsored walk. The school’s Charity
Committee, made up exclusively of
students, nominated the Trust after
hearing about the charity during an
awareness presentation. Teacher Jane
Collard said, “The children, parents and
staff at Wellesbourne were extremely
happy to support such an amazing
cause. We would encourage any primary
school out there to do something similar.
The walk didn’t just raise vital funds for
families affected by meningitis, but also
made all of us aware of the signs and
symptoms of the disease.”

Sonia Llewellyn, along with
members of the Bolton Community
Help Group, who organised a ‘Night
of Musical Entertainment’ in aid of the
Trust at Bolton Cricket Club. The night
was a great success and raised £430.




